
L for Lively – Linz in Numbers 
and Stories

Linz is a city that is alive. A city 
that changes, evolves, allows for 
diversity, and creates opportunities. 
In the “Lively” chapter, we take 
a look at precisely that: the Linz 
that pulsates – in its parks, on its 
streets, in its culture, in sports, in 
urban coexistence.

The Zahlstadt 2025 gives us a 
clear compass for this. Because 
those who want to make good 
decisions for tomorrow must know 
where we stand today. Numbers 
help us recognise developments, 
understand connections, and 
steer our city in the right direction 
together.

I am particularly pleased that this 
year we are opting for a new, mag-
azine-style format: It allows us not 
only to make facts and data visible, 
but also to include perspectives, 
comments, and voices from the 
city. Because Linz lives not just in 
numbers, but above all through the 
people who live, work, and create 
here.

I invite you to see Linz through the 
Zahlstadt with different eyes: curi-
ous, critical, hopeful – and always 
looking forward.

Zahlstadt Key Figures Report
2025/2026

Linz is a particularly vibrant and active city. 

Markets, music, art, and culture – open-air, in museums or concert halls: 
Anyone seeking variety will find an abundance of entertainment and free 
events in Linz. This livliness is no accident. It grows from an urban self-im-
age that not only enables cultural diversity but actively promotes it. Linz 
sees itself as a city of transformation: a place where art, education, and 
social change meet and mutually inspire one another. This attitude was rec-
ognised in 2024 with the title “2nd European Rising Innovative City” at the 
European Commission's iCapital Award. It is a clear signal of how cultural 
openness, the digital future, and urban living space interact here. Whether 
it's street art in the Mural Harbour, contemporary exhibitions in the Lentos, 
sound experiments in the Posthof, or media art at the Ars Electronica Cen-
ter: Linz offers creative spaces for all forms of expression. As a UNESCO 
City of Media Arts, Linz is a place that not only makes artistic impulses 
visible but also weaves them into daily life through internationally celebrated 
festivals and local initiatives that open up new perspectives.

Lively
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Dietmar Prammer
Mayor of the 
Provincial Capital Linz

120 teachers teach the people of 
Linz in around 50 different instru-
mental and vocal subjects. Talented 
pupils receive special musical sup-
port in two specialist music sec-
ondary schools and also at the Linz 
Music Grammar School. The Anton 
Bruckner Private University offers a 
university-level musical education.

During the Linz Open-Air Summer, a 
total of 185 international and nation-
al street art, literature, music, and 
club culture acts are offered with 
free admission.

4,000 Music 
Pupils
in the Linz 
Music School

Exhibits in the Linz  
Museums Lentos & Nordico

140,000 

39 Days 
Open-Air

→ 1973

Pflasterspektakel 2025:
→	 3 Days
→	 39 Venues
→	 110 Artists/Groups

STREAM FESTIVAL 2025:
→	 2 Days & Nights
→	 9 Venues
→	 38 International and Local Acts
→	 20,000 Visitors
 
Music Pavilion 2025:
→	 34 Open-Air Concerts
→	 37 Acts

50 artistic/cultural projects were 
funded in 2024 as part of seven 
different calls for proposals (LINZim-
PULS, LinzEXPOrt, LinzIMpORT, 
Linz_sounds, Linz_media_arts, 
LinzKultur/4, an_TON_Linz). Fur-
thermore, Linz Kultur working grants 
were awarded in 6 categories.

In addition, a total of 153 art ad-
vancement prizes have been award-
ed in what are currently 5 categories 
since 1960. 

2,943 literary contributions have 
been published in 78 issues of Fac-
etten, the Linz literary yearbook.Opening of the Urfahraner Markt. 

The Urfahraner Markt, or “Urfix” 
colloquially, has been delighting 
people in and around Linz since 1817 
as Austria's largest folk festival. The 
market now takes place twice a year 
in the spring and autumn.

Is the opening year of the Nordico 
City Museum. The Nordico is situ-
ated in a building that was formerly 
used as a boarding school for male 
pupils from Scandinavia in the 18th 
century, known as the “Collegium 
Nordicum”. The City of Linz acquired 
the building in 1911, and it has 
served as a museum since 1973.

Use of the editing suite at DORF TV 
in 2024. In the DORF TV Lab in the 
Wissensturm, users can not only use 
editing suites for free, but also bor-
row equipment and receive advice 
and production support. The offer 
also includes a "Public Studio". 

Overnight stays in 2024. The city 
on the Danube attracts an excep-
tionally high number of tourists – 
566,857 arrivals and over 1 million 
overnight stays confirm the diverse 
leisure and cultural offerings, the vi-
brant gastro scene, and the good 
accessibility in the green heart of 
Upper Austria. Cycle tourism is also 
booming. 

→ 630 h → 1,021,561 → 1817

So far, there have been 210 exhibi-
tions by 650 artists from 57 coun-
tries at the Atelierhaus Salzamt
→ www.linz.at/kultur/salzamt
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In the year 2024:
→	 374 participants in 24 hello world workshops, 
	 of which 213 girls

→	 77 participants in 5 Labor der Zuversicht 
	 workshops, of which 40 girls

→	� 19 adults took part in the 
	 hello world Toolkit

→ 2024 (190,921) 	 19.01% 

→ 2023 (194,225) 	 19.64%

→ 2022 (147,121)	 16.25%

→ 2021 (143,311)	 18.54%

→ 2020 (142,049)	 18.45%

→ 2019 (116,592)	 12.71%

→ 2018 (108,592)	 11.18%

→ 2017 (96,883)	 5.02%

→ Share of online  
loans in the library
At media2go.at, electronic media are available for all Linz City Library cus-
tomers to borrow free of charge. To use eMedia, you need a valid library card 
and internet access.
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Practical Things to Borrow

LEDs on the AEC

Since 1979, Ars Electronica has been analysing and commenting on the 
Digital Revolution. It develops projects, strategies, and skills for the Digital 
Transformation. Together with artists, scientists, technologists, designers, 
developers, entrepreneurs, and activists from around the world, Ars Electron-
ica addresses fundamental questions about our future. The focus is on new 
technologies and how they are changing the way we live and work together.

→	 36,264. . . . .    pupils visited the AEC Museum
→	 754 . . . . . . . . . .         Participants in the Children's Research Lab
→	 5,623. . . . . . .      Guided tours and workshops in the AEC Museum
→	 77. . . . . . . . . . . . .            �Completed Future Lab projects
→	 4,893. . . . . . .      Projects submitted to the AEC Prix Ars Electronica

Ars Electronica
Center

The Ars Electronica Center in 2024:

The online event platform has been available since February 2002, and more than 
43,300 events have already been announced on it (5,019 of them in 2024, of which 

862 were suitable forchildren and 1,993 events were free). Event organisers can 
easily create an account themselves on linztermine.at and post their events.

Participants in the 2025 Linz 
Marathon – one of the sporting 
highlights in Austria. The offering 
for sports-loving Linz residents is 
complemented by the three LIVA 
sports parks in Lissfeld, Pichling, and 
Auwiesen – including the summer 
campaign Fun and Action, which 
attracts around 219,000 hobby 
athletes annually. 

→ 19,514

More than 160 useful everyday objects are available to borrow from the Ding-
elei(h) (Thing-Borrow-y). At a time when sustainability and climate protection 
are becoming increasingly important, the City Library's offering has been ex-
panded: With the Dingelei(h), customers save money and space and can also 
simply try something new without any hassle. Together, we are thus avoiding 
unnecessary waste and the squandering of valuable resources. Whether it's 
a child's birthday party, an outing to the countryside, repairs in your own four 
walls, a creative hobby, or experiments in the kitchen – with our Dingelei(h), 
you are perfectly equipped.

160

38,500

→ 1,701

→ 5%

Monuments in Linz. Background 
information on all historical buildings 
and objects, organised by district, 
can be found in the monument 
database. stadtgeschichte.linz.at/
denkmal

Spectators at the Klangwolke 
(Cloud of Sound) 2024. The visu-
alised open-air music festival has 
been attracting numerous interested 
people to Linz's Donaupark (Danube 
Park) every year since 1979. It 
amazes with lasers, fireworks, and 
projections.

of the total budget is the cultural 
budget of the provincial capital. That 
is about 44 million out of a total of 
852 million euros. It is essential to 
note that LIVA, the Museums of the 
City of Linz, and Ars Electronica are all 
outsourced companies; only the city's 
subsidies are reflected in the cultural 
budget.

In 2010, the public was able to take control of the glowing museum facade 
via the facade terminal for the first time. Since 2023, the web app Play the 
façade! has invited people to playfully operate the 1,100 illuminated facade 
elements on site.

Over the last few years, the City of Linz's community centres have developed 
into a major event magnet, attracting around 400,000 visitors to approx. 
10,000 events per year. Do you need a prestigious setting for a product 
presentation? Are you looking for a room for a lecture, a seminar, or a family 
celebration? Then come to us!

13 Linz Community Centres

linztermine.at

Originally built in 1750 as the Linz postal stables, the historic complex in 
the harbour district was 1984 carefully revitalised as a cultural centre and 
expanded with a modern extension in 1990. Today, Posthof - Zeitkultur am 
Hafen presents up to 250 individual events annually from the fields of music, 
dance, theatre, cabaret, and literature, making it one of the largest and most 
vital venues for contemporary culture in Austria. The space includes two 
fully-fledged, independently operable building units with three event halls for 
up to 1,200 people, which can be flexibly adapted to individual requirements. 
The latest addition is the "FrischLuft" (FreshAir) open-air stage, positioned on 
the north-east (rear) side of the main building, for up to 2,000 standing or 
900 seated. 

between April 2022 and December 2024.The magic of knowledge and the 
enchantment of discovery are brought to life on stage at the Circus of Knowl-
edge through the collaboration of scientists and artists. People of all ages 
are invited to discover our world with all their senses. Seeing, understanding, 
participating, and learning, driven only by curiosity and enthusiasm. The 
building on the JKU Campus is constructed of wood, reminiscent of regional 
barns. It offers space for 300 visitors.

Since 2022,the "Circus of Knowledge" has been the Johannes Kepler Univer-
sity Linz's commitment to pursuing the goal of sustainably interlinking art, 
science, and education. To this end, the JKU also collaborates with theatres, 
circus operators, and other performers. A special focus is placed on perfor-
mances for school classes. Admission is on a donation basis.

149,000 Visitors
to the Posthof in 2024

50,000 Visitors to the  
Circus of Knowledge

→ hello world and Laboratory of Confidence

Since 2024, the programmes hello world (for kids between 8 and 12 years) 
and Labor der Zuversicht (Laboratory of Confidence) (for young people aged 
12 and above), initiated by Open Commons Linz, have been running on Linz's 
Innovationshauptplatz (Innovation Main Square). Both formats provide chil-
dren and young people with a playful introduction to programming and cre-
ate awareness for media literacy and technology. Adults can receive tips on 
these topics twice a year at the hello world Toolkit Seminar.

→ 100,000

→ 142 Films
→ 42 Countries
→ 14,500 Visitors

The Crossing Europe Film Festival 
in Linz is an annual film festival 
focusing on contemporary Europe-
an auteur cinema away from the 
mainstream. It places particular 
emphasis on socio-political topics, 
emerging directors, and local film-
makers. In addition to competitions 
in the feature film, documentary, 
and youth film ("YAAAS!") catego-
ries, there is a diverse supporting 
programme of exhibitions, talks, 
and club nights. 

With around 14,500 visitors, it is 
one of the largest international film 
festivals in Austria.
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Innovative
I for Innovative – Linz as a Location with a Future

Innovation is not a buzzword – it is the engine that drives Linz forward. As an in-
dustrial location with a rich history, as a future-oriented city with innovative ideas, 
and as an economic centre in the heart of Europe, Linz is constantly evolving. In 
the “Innovative” chapter, we take a look at this dynamic: at research and develop-
ment, at start-ups and flagship companies, at technology, digitalisation, and smart 
location policy. The Zahlstadt 2025 makes visible what we can build on—and 
where we need to take action. It shows: Linz thinks economically and acts with an 
eye to the future. The close connection between business, education, urban devel-
opment, and innovation creates a stable foundation for sustainable growth.

The fact that we are no longer just an 
industrial city but also an innovative 
city is thanks to the cooperation of 
many: Companies, skilled workers, 
institutions, administration, and politics. 
In Linz, the future is born from cooper-
ation. In the “Innovative” chapter, we 
invite you to gain insights, trace devel-
opments, and work with us to ensure 
that Linz remains economically strong, 
technologically leading – and, above all, 
liveable.
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Thomas Gegenhuber,
City Councillor for Business  

and Innovation

“In Linz, the future is born 
from cooperation”

Employees in 110 companies 
are shaping our future in 
the Digital Mile
These companies are characterised by above-average growth and innovative 
strength. Together, they form an inspiring community that encourages and 
supports one another, creating a unique place to live and work. Since 2023, 
the number of employees has increased from 3,000 to 3,500.

3,500 

The most important innovation trends for Linz  
companies in the start-up scene

→ 12
Co-working spaces with 1,000 
workstations covering more than 
15,000 m2 Twelve co-working spac-
es have now been established in the 
city of Linz, offering a total of up to 
1,000 workstations, with the respec-
tive spaces differing in terms of fa-
cilities and focus. 

→ 99.1%→ 30,394

→ 761.2 mio.

Share of small and medium-sized 
enterprises in Linz. SMEs are con-
sidered very important for ensuring 
economic growth, job creation, 
innovation, competition, and social 
integration.

Visitors to the LeWis Learning & 
Advice Centre / year. The Wissen-
sturm (Knowledge Tower) offers a 
modern infrastructure with numer-
ous computer workstations, reading 
and listening stations, and study 
rooms for independent learning.

is invested annually in research and 
development in Linz. An above-av-
erage number of patents and inven-
tions from Linz are therefore also 
registered.

is the average age of founders in 
Linz. For comparison: the figure for 
all of Austria is 36.6 years. Inciden-
tally, the age of new founders in Linz 
is between 22 and 63.

→ 38.6

People from  
44 nations are currently 
working, learning, or study-
ing at the Tabakfabrik Linz
The list ranges from Afghanistan to Bosnia and Sri Lanka to Turkey and Uz-
bekistan. Among the most international companies are the online marketing 
specialist Smarter Ecommerce (smec) – it employs staff from 19nations – and 
IKT Linz with staff from 9 countries. The education sector at the Tabakfabrik 
is very diverse. In the departments of the University of Art and Design Linz, 
both the teaching staff and the pupils come from various countries: At the 
Tangible Music Lab, 18 nations are represented. In the “Fashion & Technolo-
gy” degree programme, people from 20 countries are exploring the fashion of 
the future. At ROSE, an Protestant secondary school (Realgymnasium), pupils 
and teachers from 7 countries are active.

Grand     Garage
In the GRAND GARAGE, the educational workshop in the Tabakfabrik Linz, 
alone, 24 kilometres of fibre optic cable were laid. At 2,000 m2,the GRAND 
GARAGE is the largest makerspace in Upper Austria. Tip: On Fridays at 4:00 
p.m., free guided tours are offered through the Grand Garage.
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→ 12,500
Employees at voestalpine in Linz. 
This makes it the largest employer in 
the city.

→ 317 
Employees with a handicap with at 
least 50% impairment are employed 
by the City Council of Linz. The city 
thus significantly exceeds the statu-
tory quotas.

Company Annual Turnover	 Employees 4) 

→ voestalpine AG (all locations). . . . . . . .         16,684,300,0001)	 49,082

→ Energie AG Oberösterreich. . . . . . . . . .          4,251,082,7002)	 4,651	

→ Swietelsky AG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     3,220,034,0001)	 11,910

→ Linz AG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1,399,156,9902)	 3,313	

→ Vivatis Holding AG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  1,285,000,000	 4,031	

→ Kontron (formerly S&T). . . . . . . . . . . . . .               1,226,000,000	 4,838	

→ LAT Nitrogen Austria (fka. Borealis). . .    1,058,024,190	 44 

→ Brau Union Österreich AG. . . . . . . . . . .           850,625,4053)	 2,200	

→ Stiglechner Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  723,667,859	 738	

→ Primetals Technologies . . . . . . . . . . . . .             709,200,0001)	 1,609

Top 10 Companies

1) Balance sheet date in the year 2024 / 2) Balance sheet date during the year 2023
3) Balance sheet date before 2023 / No footnote: Balance sheet date 31 December 2023
4) all locations

110,310
Commuters to Linz
→	 Linz-Land 26,706
→	 Urfahr-Umgebung 20,355
→	 Freistadt 10,744
→	 Perg 8,699
→	 Rohrbach 5,633
→	 Wels-Land 3,653
→	 Eferding 3,177
→	 City of Wels 2,509
→	 Vöcklabruck 2,479

→	 Grieskirchen 2,287
→	 Steyr-Land 2,230
→	 Gmunden 1,939
→	 Kirchdorf 1,533
→	 City of Steyr 1,242
→	 Schärding 1,157
→	 Ried 964
→	 Braunau 742
→	 Rest of Austria 14,261

At the award ceremony in the Power 
Tower of Energie AG Linz, the most 
innovative and forward-looking ideas 
were honoured – with prizes totalling 
around €50,000!

Lighthouses
→	 1. Kontron AG

Future Hopes
→	 1. SURFjobs FlexCo

Pioneers → MindEcho

Greentech → BIOSHIFT Energy

Medtech → PflegeZeit

Hightech → Straion

Edison Junior → Mit Motor durchs 
Leben (Through Life with a Motor)

Changemaker → Moldonics GmbH

Edison Alva → ASPÖCK Systems GmbH

In 2024, there were a total of 860 company start-ups in Linz,  
of which 229 were in the "Information and Consulting" sector.

This is issued to self-employed key workers, start-up founders (with capital 
from 60,000 euros), very highly qualified individuals, skilled workers in short-
age occupations, other key workers, or graduates of an Austrian university for 
a period of 6 to max. 24 months. Additionally, there is the Blue Card and the 
“Settlement Permit – Researcher”.

In 2024, we were awarded 2nd 
place as a European Rising Inno-
vative City by the European Com-
mission. This confirms our strong 
innovation ecosystem in Linz. With 
our participation platform on the 
Innovationshauptplatz (Innovation 
Main Square) (Award 2021), the city-
wide concept for climate neutrality 
(Award 2023), and the successful 
Create your City Workshop (Certifi-
cate 2024), our department has also 
been recognised several times at the 
Austrian Administration Prize for in-
novative projects and processes in 
municipal administration.

Red-White-Red Card for Linz

Innovation á la Linz

LIT – Open Innovation Center

→ 2024 =	
434

→ 2023 =	
375

→ 2022 =	
308

Pegasus 
Award Winners 

2025

Edison 
Award Winners 

2025
17%	 Health and social care
16%	 Manufacturing of goods
10%	 Trade
8%	 Other economic services
7% 	 Public administration
7% 	 Education
7% 	 Professional/technical services
5% 	 Information and communication
4% 	 Construction
4% 	 Financial and insurance services
3% 	 Transport
3% 	 Accommodation and food services
3% 	 Other services
2% 	 Property and housing
2% 	 Arts, entertainment and recreation
1% 	 Energy supply
1% 	 Water supply and  
	 waste management

Employees 
by Sector

Founder Grant

In 2024, the City of Linz is funding the economy with around 
€680,000 for 120 projects, including start-ups, local suppliers, 
and regional business initiatives. In 2025, 45 ideas were submit-
ted for the City of Linz Founder Grant, almost twice as many as 
in the previous year.

With over 8,000 m² of space and 278 workstations, it is the largest aca-
demic coworking space in Austria. Of this, around 1,500 m² are part of the 
LIT Factory, which specialises in research in the field of Industry 4.0.

Currently, more than 700 members work at the LIT Open Innovation Center, 
which offers a unique platform for interdisciplinary collaboration. 50% of 
the workstations are used by 12 JKU institutes and labs, including the LIT 
Robopsychology Lab, the LIT Cyber Physical Systems Lab, the LIT Secure 
and Correct Systems Lab, the Linz Institute for Transformative Change, and 
Art x Science. The other 50% are divided into 75% corporates such as Dyna-
trace, voestalpine, Cancom, and SCCH, and 25% start-ups such as qapture, 
cirqular, and MatheArena. In total, 14 corporates, 15 start-ups, 4 sole propri-
etorships, and 2 public institutions are based in the LIT OIC.

Since its opening on 5 June 2019, over 60 groundbreaking collaborations 
between science and industry have already emerged – proof of the innovative 
strength and success of this unique ecosystem. 

Ana Zuljevic, 
Head of Department for Business,  

Innovation, Climate Protection and EU
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The City of Linz Founder Grant (existing since 2022) supports innovative 
start-up ideas in the early phase with financial funding totalling €5,000 per 
project, to enable founders to concentrate on developing their business idea. 
Four such grants are awarded annually with a total funding sum of €20,000. 
Additionally, there is direct support from the Innovationshauptplatz (Innova-
tion Main Square) team, as well as mentoring services from over 50 mentors 
from various specialist fields related to starting a business, networking, and 
public relations work. Nine of the 12 supported initiatives are currently active 
or have been established and are already participating in further accelerator 
programmes. 

The INDIMA (2024) and PflegeZeit (2025) projects were each recipients 
of an EDISON Award – a prestigious innovation prize awarded annually in 
the tech2b ideas competition to honour promising business ideas in Upper 
Austria.

€5,000

For the 32nd time, the OÖNach-
richten and its partners (Raiffeisen-
landesbank, Province of Upper 
Austria,WKOÖ,IV OÖ, and KPMG) 
honoured the best companies in the 
province. In the "Lighthouses" cat-
egory – large companies that shine 
beyond the borders – the fast-grow-
ing IT specialist Kontron from Linz 
won in 2025. 
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The City Council of Linz are actively committed to climate protection and 
sustainability, which is being achieved through the implementation of the 
Climate Neutrality Concept and the Climate Change Adaptation Concept. 
These concepts are not just strategic documents, but also living visions for a 
sustainable future in Linz. They provide a clear roadmap for how the city can 
become climate-neutral by 2040 and how, at the same time, the quality of 
life can be maintained despite the challenges of climate change. Key topics 
such as the greening of the city, implementation of the sponge city principle, 
circular economy, or the establishment of a green hydrogen infrastructure are 
of great importance here. A central element of these initiatives is comprehen-
sive public participation. 

In the "Natural" chapter, we take a look at developments related to the topics 
of climate, green spaces, the environment and biodiversity, mobility, and 
energy. Overall, it is clear that Linz is on a promising path to shaping a cli-
mate-neutral and sustainable future. Together with the public and all relevant 
stakeholders, work is being done to actively tackle the challenges of climate 
change and create a liveable city for future generations.

Climate Protection

Climate Change Adaptation

Measures

→ 53.2%
Nature conservation areas
This amounts to 672.9 ha of Linz's
urban area. These areas offer pro-
tection for the habitats of our native 
species and preserve biological 
diversity.

Share of green space
Linz's green spaces absorb pollut-
ants, reduce the heat island effect, 
and are important recreational 
areas.  900 ha of this are water 
protection areas.

Natural

Climate Protection

52 measures from  
thefields of action:

→	 Governance (4)

→	 Energy (16)

→	 Buildings (7)

→	 Mobility (14)

→	 Industry and Business (5)

→	 Consumption (4)

→	 Other (2)

Climate Change Adaptation

30 Measures achieve  
10 municipal goals:

→	 Maintain and enhance the  
	 quality of time spent outdoors (21)

→	 Intensify awareness-raising (18)

→	 Promote biodiversity (15)

→	 Take into account the changed risk  
	 situation in extremeevents (13)

→	 Promote health & well-being (23)

→	 Expand and improve the  
	 climate data situation (8)

→	 Maintain the climate-ecological 		
	 compensation function (9)

→	 Establish climate governance (3)

→	 Protect critical infrastructure (7)

→	 Create and enhance open spaces that 	
	 are effective for the urban climate (15)

The City of Linz has set itself an ambitious goal: It is to become climate-neutral by 2040 at the latest. This project 
is not only a challenge, but also a necessity, and an opportunity to initiate important transformation processes at an 
early stage.  This demonstrates the city's commitment not only to reacting to the challenges of climate change, but 
also to proactively developing solutions that are both ecologically and socially sustainable. Overall, the Climate Neu-
trality Concept represents a significant step towards a climate-friendly future for Linz. With the support of the entire 
Linz community, work is being done to create a liveable city for future generations.

The adaptation concept "Future Linz – Linz's climate-just path to adapting to climate change" was adopted by the 
city council in 2023 and forms the central basis for the City of Linz's climate work in the coming years. It aims to 
maintain and improve the quality of life in the city despite the unavoidable consequences of climate change, such as 
heat, warming, and drought. The overarching goals of the adaptation concept include the creation and preservation of 
open spaces that are effective for the urban climate, as well as taking into account changed risk situations in extreme 
events in urban and spatial planning.  Overall, the adaptation concept represents a crucial step in preparing Linz for 
the challenges of climate change, while also ensuring the quality of life for its citizens.

Climate protection and climate change adaptation are interwoven. A city like Linz generates local greenhouse gas 
emissions, which have an effect on the global climate and thus contribute to worldwide climate change. This, in turn, 
has an impact on the local urban climate through the increasing and intensifying extreme weather events. The City of 
Linz has launched a concept for each of these!

Global change
(e.g. change in the global climate and  
other environmental changes)

Urban Climate

Global Climate

Local greenhouse gas emissions
(e.g. CO2

 and other greenhouse gases)

Global impact
(e.g. temperature rise, change in  

precipitation patterns)

Regional impact
(e.g. increase in heatwaves,  
more intense heavy rainfall)
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Regular Greenhouse Gas Budget
Monitoring is carried out in several 
stages, beginning with an initial 
recording of emissions based on the 
base year 2019. In the base year, the 
greenhouse gas emissions of the City 
of Linz totalled approximately 10.93 
million tonnes of CO2eq. The goal 
is to ensure a comprehensive and 
homogeneous collection of green-
house gas-relevant data to document 
progress in reducing emissions. The 
city-wide greenhouse gas monitoring 
in Linz is a crucial tool for effectively 
managing climate protection within 
the city. It serves to regularly monitor 
its own greenhouse gas emissions 
and to review the effectiveness of cli-
mate protection measures that have 
already been implemented. 

Dominik Kreil, 
Climate Coordinator of the City of Linz

"A sustainable approach 
to our resources requires 

cooperation,  
innovation, and creativity."
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Danube crossings
                by bike

→ 55%
Waste recycled
Of the approximately 100,000 
tonnes of solid waste generated in 
2024, 55% was recycled, and 45% 
was incinerated, for example, at the 
residual waste thermal power plant.

ZahlstadtKey Figures Report 
2025/2026 Natural

Johannes Horak, 
Urban Climatologist

"Together we are taking  
precautions to be  

ready for the climate  
of tomorrow."

The Nibelungenbrücke (Nibelung Bridge) was crossed 982,317 times in 2024. 
The new Eisenbahnbrücke (Railway Bridge) 714,111 times and the Voest-
Brücke (Voest Bridge) 181,888 times. In Linz, there are a total of 133 km of 
cycle paths, 43 km of cycle lanes or multi-purpose lanes, and 1.64 km of bi-
cycle streets. That is 83.58 km per 100,000 inhabitants. Around 450 public 
bicycle parking facilities are available to cyclists in Linz. With transport bikes, 
you can often reach your destination faster, especially in urban areas. The 
city library therefore offers the option of borrowing 6 e-cargo bikes free of 
charge. In Linz city centre, there are also 42 rental stations for low-cost city 
bikes to borrow. The first 30 minutes are free.

1,878,316

→ 83,501 → 99% → 19
Households with district heating
In 2024, LINZ AG supplied 83,501 
households in Linz with district 
heating.

easily accessible green spaces 
Linz's parks, gardens, and recre-
ational areas are easily accessible 
to the people of Linz, with less than 
200 metres to travel.

In 2024, the City of Linz funded the installation of  
135 photovoltaic systems with a total output of 2,008 kWp

Bat species in the city
This corresponds to 61% of the 31 
bat species currently confirmed 
in Austria. This info gives us, for 
example, an insight into the midge 
population in the city.

1 → Hänge Haselgraben. . . . .    71.7 hectares

2 → Urfahr West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                48.9 hectares

3 → St. Magdalena. . . . . . . . . . . .            30.7 hectares

4 → Donautal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      18.0 hectares

5 → Stadtgebiet Mitte. . . . . . . . .        5.3 hectares

6 → Linz Süd Ebelsberg. . .   98.7 hectares

7 → Traun-Donau Au. . . . . .      222.7 hectares

8 → Other areas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                22.3 hectares

Eighteen per cent of the urban area, 
namely 1,724 hectares, is forest area. 
Of this, 518.3 hectares are owned 
by the city. 295.6 hectares of this 
is a Natura 2000 protected area. 
The city's own forests have a carbon 
storage capacity of approximately 
102,353 tonnes. 

Trees convert CO2 into oxygen and 
carbon through photosynthesis, with 
the carbon being stored in the wood. 
They therefore extract the green-
house gas CO2 from the atmosphere 
and thus contribute to reducing glob-
al warming. The forest thus fulfils an 
important function not only in terms 
of its cooling effect, as an air filter, 
and as a habitat, but also for binding 
carbon dioxide.

Carbon

The H2Future hydrogen electrolysis 
plant has an output of 6 MW and 
was built in 2019. At full load, it can 
produce approximately 100 kg of 
green and sustainable hydrogen. A 
larger plant, GrAmLi, with an output 
of 60 MW is currently planned, which 
can produce up to one tonne of H2 
per hour at full capacity. 

More than 40 companies and insti-
tutions in Linz are already dealing 
with the topic of "green hydrogen". 
The H2Convention at the Tabakfabrik 
had more than 1,000 visitors in 2024 
(including more than 600 visitors and 
around 400 experts). The Public Day, 
which is especially intended for citi-
zens, pupils, and students, attracted 
a great deal of attention.  
https://h2convention.eu

Hydrogen

€2,855,545 
→	 Facade and roof greening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                51,179 

→	 Electricity storage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                              17,001 

→	 Photovoltaic systems companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                  31,391 

→	 Photovoltaic systems private. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                     425,923 

→	 Solar systems. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                              1,776,532 

→	 E-service bicycles companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                       61,343 

→	 E-cargo bikes companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                               72,693 

→	 E-cargo bikes private. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                   340,220 

→	 Bicycle trailers private. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                    79,263 

	

Help 
shape it now!

Clean air is a precious commodity. Air pollution not only has an impact on 
human health, but also, to a large extent, on the animal and plant world. It's 
good to see how much the air quality situation in Linz has improved.

Air quality
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SO2 (sulphur dioxide) and NO2 (nitrogen 
dioxide) are air pollutants that can lead to 
health problems in humans, animals, and  

plants in elevated concentrations. 

To date, 65 projects have been 
funded in these subject areas:
 
→	 Reduction of greenhouse gases
→	 Promotion of renewable energies
→	 Promotion of circular economy
→	 Development of a green  
	 hydrogen economy
→	 Preservation of biodiversity and  
	 species variety
→	 Improvement of the urban climate
→	 Soil protection
→	 Promotion of public  
	 participation
→	 Climate education

Climate Fund
Projects 

65

...and much more. In 2025, the Climate Fund underwent a reform and is now 
intended to be more effective and targeted. To this end, the three funding 
categories Klima5, Klima50,and Klima100 were created.  The goal is to enhance 
innovative strength and, in doing so, to strengthen the connections between 
companies, start-ups, associations, and the public. It is possible to submit a 
project application up to three times a year. The Climate Advisory Board of 
the City of Linz, which assesses the eligibility of the submitted projects for 
funding, consists of 10 independent experts.

SO2 NO2Dust

At www.cooleslinz.at you can find personalisable suggestions for hot days in the city.  
You can filter according to your own preferences between bathing spots and water features, the 89 pub- 
lic drinking fountains, green spaces, cool indoor areas, and children's activities.

→ 92% intelligent electricity meters
An electronic device that enables real-time measurements of electricity consumption, which are transmitted di-
rectly to the electricity supplier. This real-time data allows for better pricing, a clearer overview, and the ability to 
intervene at peak times.

→ 361 e-charging points at 114 locations
These are publicly accessible e-charging stations. For comparison: in 2018, the offering in the entire urban area 
was significantly lower with 52 charging stations. Incidentally, LINZ AG already operates 89 electrically powered 
vehicles out of a total of 177 vehicles.

→ Average temperature in 2024: 12.4 °C
Since 1997, every year has been warmer than the long-term average temperature of 9.3 °C. 2024, in particu-
lar, takes the top spot and was the hottest year to date for Linz. The analyses show that, apart from November 
2024, all months were at times significantly more than 1 °C too hot. 
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Surveyed forests 
of the City of Linz

the city has also funded sustainable 
investments since 2004.

→ www.cooleslinz.at
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Zen-like
contentment
04
Lively, innovative, natural, Zen-like contentment – these four perspectives 
from the acronym L.I.N.Z. create the overall picture of a city that actively 
shapes its quality of life. "Zen-like contentment" demonstrates how commu-
nity works in Linz: through reliable infrastructure, easily accessible services, 
and opportunities for personal involvement. The Innovationshauptplatz 
(Innovation Main Square) is the central hub for ideas and participation. On 
this platform, citizens can bring in, discuss, and implement projects. 

Whether it's modernised transport connections, digital services, or spaces 
for social encounters, Linz invests continuously in the quality of life for 
all. This fosters a sense of community that promotes social justice, takes 
ecological responsibility seriously, and ensures the city remains liveable for 
all generations.

→ 155 Nations
64,714 foreigners from a total of 155 different nations registered with their 
main residence in Linz. That is 30.2% of the total population. The most rep-
resented nations of origin are Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and 
Germany.

My Linz
The My Linz info collection on innovation.linz.at offers internationals who 
come to Linz for a job or to study a digital "Newcomers' Handbook" with help-
ful tips for their first steps in the city – from finding a flat and transport info 
to health, education, and leisure activities.  
→ https://innovation.linz.at/en/my-linz

The population of Linz has grown by a total of 8% over the last 10 years.  
Life expectancy at birth in 2023 was 78.80 years (men) and 83.18 (wom-
en). Every year, there are about 2,100 births in our city and about the same 
number of deaths. 70 people in Linz are currently 100 years old or older. 
Also of interest: around 23,600 people have a secondary residence in Linz 
as of 1 January 2025.

The most common first names in Linz are Maria (1,942) and Michael (1,683)
Among the most popular girls' first names in 2024, Mia was chosen 12 times 
(1.30%), and Elena was chosen 11 times (1.19%). Lena follows in third place 
with 10 mentions. Among the most popular boys' first names in 2024, Da-
vid was chosen most often, with 16 occurrences (1.58%). Noah took second 
place with 15 mentions, or 1.49%. The third most common first name given to 
boys was Leo, at 12 times.

214,064 Inhabitants

The LGBTIQ+* competence cen-
tre offers queer individuals, their 
partners, relatives, and friends 
low-threshold, situation-appropriate 
support in the form of initial coun-
selling and information. With the as-
sociations Bily and COURAGE, the 
LGBTIQ+* competence centre has 
great partners at its side. It is a 
place for quick help, counselling, as 
well as networking and exchange. 
A straightforward, free service with 
professional support from our ex-
perts.

Linz Pride by Hosi Linz:
approx 13,000 participants 2025

LGBTIQ+* 

All journeys on Linz's public transport added together in a single year cover 
the same distance as flying to the moon 23 times. But Linz's infrastructure 
has completely different record numbers to offer:

→ Sewer system. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             587 km

→ District heating . . . . . . . . . .         696 km

→ Fibre optic cable . . . . . . .       1,124 km

→ Electricity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  3,165 km

→ Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             766 km

206 km                                   long  
public transport network

Outdoor restaurant gardens contribute to the summer flair of a city. Due to 
the relatively mild winters of recent years, year-round outdoor seating areas 
are also becoming increasingly popular. There are already around 90 of them 
in Linz. The city has significantly simplified the application and approval pro-
cesses.

290 
Outdoor seating areas in Linz

More than 860 young people and 
internationals have already taken part 
in our "Create your City" participation 
workshop, which we run regularly in 
the Old Town Hall for school classes 
and in special formats (e.g. in 2025 at 
the Festival of Curiosity in the Tabak-
fabrik) with other target groups. 

At the beginning of the workshop, we 
use the aerial photo in the foyer of 
the Old Town Hall and literally stand 
on Linz. We ask the young people: 
What do you like about Linz? What 
don't you like about Linz? The par-
ticipants practise debating and can, 
similar to in the city council, represent 
their standpoint for or against certain 
topics in Linz. 

During the joint brainstorming session, 
several great suggestions for Linz 
were generated at the end, showcas-
ing how young people envision shap-
ing their city of the future. Incidentally, 
a car is almost never seen in the 
young people's visions of the future; 
instead, there is a great deal of aware-
ness of social cohesion, diversity, and 
a lot of nature in the city.

→ 7
LINZ AG children's lidos are avail-
able free of charge for Linz kids up 
to the age of 12 to splash around 
in. The numerous bathing lakes in 
Linz are also very popular with the 
public.

public children's and youth play-
grounds in Linz. A variety of basket-
ball, skateboard, and beach volleyball 
courts, as well as fun courts, are 
available to all sports-loving residents 
of the city.

→ 116

Silvia Hackl, 
Head of Innovation & Participation

"Help shape, have a say, 
get involved is the  

motto at the Innovations- 
hauptplatz (Innovation 

Main Square)."

Carbon

Surveyed forests 
of the City of Linz
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Help shape Linz!

(including house connections)



757 Police officers
395 Doctors
98 Firefighters 

per 100,000 Linz residents

per 100,000 Linz residents

per 100,000 Linz residents

→ Availability of year- 
round childcare

→ 	841	 Dumping of waste
→ 	669	 Suggestions for other traffic measures
→ 	497	 Scooters
→ 	384	Green cuttings
→ 	325	 Speed, traffic controls and construction site security
→ 	310	 Damage to traffic surfaces
→ 	297	 Damage in parks and on non-traffic surfaces
→ 	260	 Traffic signs, traffic mirrors
→ 	258	 Dirty traffic surfaces
→ 	252	 Defective street and exterior lighting

In 2024, the Linz  professional fire brigade team was deployed 4,468 times 
to help people and animals in various emergencies. The crew completed 
1,845 fire operations and 2,623 technical assistance operations.

In 2024, 380 more cases were reported than in the previous year. Whether 
it's a defective street lamp or illegal dumping, with the "Schau auf Linz" plat-
form, Linz residents have a direct line to the city administration. Users simply 
mark the location of the problem on the map. The app is available for down-
load in the App Store or on Google Play.

Share of children who are cared for in public and private day-care facilities. 
Linz's childcare facilities are open year-round. This gives working women with 
children, in particular, more opportunities for equal treatment.

2024 	→ 192,492 TB
2023 	→ 180,957 TB
2022 	→ 165,607 TB
2021 	→ 148,122 TB
2020 	→ 124,948 TB
2019 	→ 78,717 TB

Download-
volume

Linz City Dashboard: 
Here you will find current figures on city life, business, climate, 

environment, and mobility.

LinzZahlen (LinzNumbers): 
The reference page for all statistics geeks.

www.linz.at/zahlen

Sources

Imprint 
Office of the Linz City Government
Dept. of Urban Research & Dept. of Business,  
Innovation, Climate Protection and EU 
4040 Linz, Hauptstraße 1–5 
stadtforschung@mag.linz.at, 
innovation@mag.linz.at,
linz.at, innovation.linz.at

Design: Acht Schätze, Linz
As of: August 2025, subject to typesetting and printing errors

Sources:
Austrian Startup Monitor
Business Upper Austria
DORF TV GmbH
IFAU – Institute for Applied Environmental 
Education
KELAG
Upper Austria Provincial Police Directorate
LINZ AG
LIWEST

City Council of Linz
OÖNachrichten
Austrian Patent Office
Broadcast and Telecom Regulatory Authority 
(RTR-GmbH)
Startup Report Austria
Statistics Austria
Tabakfabrik Linz
Linz Group of Companies
Upper Austria Chamber of Commerce

→ Want even more numbers? 

Water per capita is consumed daily 
in Linz. That is about as much as a 
full bathtub.

→ 186 l

Vehicles for shared use are available 
in Linz, including 70 motor vehicles, 
371 bicycles, and six cargo bikes.

→ 447

Reports on Schau auf Linz 
5,902
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Digital Parents' Evening
The Digital Parents' Evening, held at Innovationshauptplatz (Innovation Main 
Square) in Linz, offers parents and educators practical guidance on navigat-
ing everyday digital life. In regular online lectures, experts address current 
topics such as the conscious use of smartphones, the opportunities and risks 
of social media, ways to overcome digital overload, cyberbullying, and the use 
of digital learning and educational resources. The aim is to strengthen media 
literacy, provide guidance, and offer practical tips for everyday family life. In 
the video library, the content is also available afterwards – compact, under-
standable, and, thanks to cooperation with "uugot.it - ReachAll", subtitled in 
various languages.

Since June 2023 →  1,286 registrations for the Digital Parents' Evening
Since June 2023 →  already held 15 times
→ https://innovation.linz.at/de/aktuelle-projekte/digitaler-elternabend

Expats Café
Several times a year, the Department for Business, Innovation, Climate Pro-
tection and EU organises the Expats Café in the Old Town Hall - an inviting 
meeting place for international skilled workers and their families.

In a relaxed atmosphere, participants can meet other expatriates, exchange 
experiences, and establish valuable contacts. In addition, competent contact 
persons are available to answer questions on topics such as childcare, lan-
guage courses, right of residence, or citizen services – while the children are 
engaged in creative activities like painting and crafts. → https://innovation.
linz.at/en/current-projects/expats-cafe

4,700+ user strong com-
munity and ideas platform 
innovation.linz.at

0- to 2-year-olds  3- to 5-year-olds  6- to 9-year-olds

25% 97% 63%

→ 95%
have access to broadband internet.
This means that the majority of the 
population has access to knowledge 
and communication.

Wi-Fi hotspots in public spaces – 
of which 154 are available mobile in 
trams and trolleybuses. 

→ 272 

→ 98.5% 
have convenient access to public 
transport – an official stop is reach-
able within 0.5 km for 98.5% of Linz 
residents.

→ 500
Courses are included in the KinderUni 
OÖ (Children's University Upper 
Austria) and is already in its 22nd 
season in 2025. For the first time, the 
young researchers at Campus Linz 
also appeared at the Sciencity Brain-
stage on Linz's main square. 

Compulsory schooling (52,630) 28.8%

Apprenticeship (49,151) 26.9%

Higher education (32,558) 17.8%

Vocational secondary school (17,772) 9.7%

General secondary school (13,927) 7.6%

Higher vocational school (12,603) 6.9%

Academy (2,831) 1.6%

College (1,059) 0.6%

Highest completed 
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different plant species can be seen 
in the Botanical Garden on the Gugl 
on 4.2 ha.

Flats were built in new
buildings in the last 10 years.

→ 10,000

→ 10,500


